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It’s an HONOR to be a DEVIL DOG! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CDD Mike English 

54th Chief Devil Dog   

------54th Chief Barks about----- 

Woof, Woof Devil Dogs!   Midwinter is now past, and we are being 
hit by some large amounts of snow across our nation in the month 
of March.  Thankfully, it is coming with warmer weather so that it is 
a lot easier to handle and does not last as long.  We had another 
great Midwinter Conference last month, and all the Dogs attending 
had a great time.  The Pups (black collar) and the Devil Dogs (red 

collar) that attended had a great experience to see how the Kennel works/operates.  
Hopefully, they will take those ideas back to their Pounds/Packs to continue to build 
on the fun and honor we maintain as the MODD. 

The Chesty Puller Statue is having great success and representation at the Marine 
Corps Museum.  I noticed some of the Dogs attending the Midwinter Conference 
making a special trip to see it.  Your Kennel donated $10,000 big bones to this cause 
last year and again at the Midwinter we voted to donate an additional $10,000 big 
bones to the cause.  That is a total of $20,000 big bones from the Kennel in the past 
two years.  I have been told the payoff of the statue is ahead of schedule; however, 
our fundraising must continue to grow.  The brick buy program is a great way to 
donate and get some personal or organizational recognition for this.  We here in 
Minnesota have grouped together and bought bricks for our 
detachments/department/pounds/packs/ and personal bricks to be able to have our 
bricks laid together at the statue.  The brick is at a discounted rate, and this is a great 
way to go through this program to get one place for you or yours at the museum. 

I made some strong decisions at Midwinter to take a long and hard look at our 
Pounds/Packs.  There are some basic criteria that are required to maintain a 
Pound/Pack in good standing with the Kennel.  I discussed these issues with each of 
the DVCDDs along with the Kennel Dog Robber, and we have sent out letters to get 
your dog house together or make a decision to turn in your Charter.  There are things 
that can and need to be accomplished in any group or national accredited 
organization.  We try to keep ours simple to accomplish.  There is no excuse for any 
Pound/Pack not to be able to accomplish the following: 

1. Pack Grand Growl (to be held in conjunction with the Department Convention) 
2. Pack Election of officers (at the Grand Growl one time a year along with the 
 installation) 
3. Pack Installation Report submitted to Kennel immediately after Grand Growl (I 
 would also send a copy to my CVCDD and make sure correct and complete 
 information it in it.  Missing or old phone numbers are of no help.) 
4. Pack Initiation Team (Mad Dog) that does a fun/honorable/memorable 
 initiation for Pups and Devil Dogs 
5. Pack mail in their Passport Bones collected during their growls to the Kennel 
 shortly after the growl 
6. Pound hold four (4) growls a year 

WOOF-O-GRAM 
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7. Pound Election of Officers to happen within ninety (90) days after the Supreme Growl 
8. Pound Installation Report submitted to Kennel immediately after election/installation growl (I would also send a 
 copy to my Pack Leader and DVCDD.  Make sure correct and complete information is in it.) 
9. Pound members working to bring in new members to the Order and a Mad Dog that will conduct a Pup Initiation 
 that is welcoming/motivating/educational to all new Pups. 
10. Pound mail in their Passport Bones collected in a timely manner, preferably after each growl.  

The above list is a minimum requirement of all Packs/Pounds, and there is no reason that any of these cannot be 
accomplished.  NO REASON! If they are not being accomplished, then the consideration of maintaining the Charter 
should be decided.  I have sent letters via my Dog Robber, to each member of specific Pounds/Packs that are not at least 
meeting the above criteria or are not trying to maintain their existence giving them 90 days to get up to date or 
suspension of their Charter is in jeopardy.  We are seeing some action to get up to date and are looking forward to more 
coming on line.  You will notice I have not even mentioned the EINs, 990Ns, or state registration requirements.  These all 
need to be worked and corrected; however, I understand that these issues will take more time working through the 
state/federal (IRS) governments.  They are important and a little more difficult to bring back on line.  If I elect to pull 
some Charters or Charters are turned in voluntarily, Dogs that are in those Pounds will be able to transfer to an active 
Pound or go At Large. 

LEADERSHIP – I want to continue to talk to all Dogs about the leadership at all levels of the Kennel; from the Pound, to 
the Pack, to the Kennel.  All the leaders, at all the levels, should be striving to make their own level better and stronger 
than it was before they took their position.  Are you doing your part or just wearing the cover?  You get a copy of the 
Kennel Dog Robber’s Installation Report (if not, ask your DVCDD for your information).  You need to ensure the blanks 
are filled in. 

You will see the main fundraiser for the Kennel within this WOG.  It’s the Jr Vice CDD’s Sweepstakes program, and the 
tickets are located in this WOG.  Please use them, get them mailed in as soon as possible, and get involved just a little 
bit.  You could be the big winner!  Mail in $25 big bones for the opportunity to be what we talk about and give that extra 
effort. 

MY LAST WORD or QUESTION, are your DUES UP TO DATE? 

Woof, Woof and Semper Fi,,,,CDD Mike English, the 54th Chief Devil Dog 

 

SENIOR VICE CHIEF 

SPRING TIME WOOFINGS FROM THE SR. VICE CHIEF DEVIL DOG 

At the time that I am writing this I have just returned from representing the Chief at the Southeast 
Division Conference in Atlanta, Georgia. What a great time I was shown! It was a great experience from 
the time the members of the Maj. Stephen W. Pless Det. 1196 welcomed everyone at the door as they 
arrived till when we returned home. The Detachment had members wearing a special color (burnt 
orange?) t-shirt, that identified those who could answer questions and direct you, very classy. The 
Detachment Commandant and the Pound Keeper of the Southern Crescent Pound #350, PDD Randy 

Barnes was everywhere (I imagine he still must be recovering).  The rooms were outstanding as was the Hotel Staff, 
really top notch. Pound Keeper Barnes attempted to catch a break by offering the Ga. Pack Leader and myself to helm 
the growl. As I told him, “You’re not getting out of it that easy.” He didn’t need to worry about running the Growl, he did 
great and didn’t get harassed that much, well not much, OK A LOT but we had fun. Of course we had the same 
complaints from the Northern transplants about needing a translator to understand our Georgia Brothers!  

Now I look forward to going to Tulsa, OK for the Southern Division Conference. I am not sure what to expect but my wife 
saw something we could do together while there, a thing called a “zip line”. I am sure it can’t be too bad or too risky, as 
long as it is tame I’m game. Knowing some of the people and Dogs attending I am sure to have a great time, especially 
with One Randy Riggs involved.  

I am sure you have all had a chance to read the Devil Dogs Creed as I suggested last newsletter. This time I will talk about 
what is a Devil Dog and the Military Order of the Devil Dogs (MODD). I know most of you have been asked that before  
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and you have an answer, but what about an historical answer?   In 1923 the Marine Corps League was formed by 
assimilating over 40 existing Marine Organizations.  The Marines had earned the nick name “Devil Dog” at the Battle of 
Belleau Wood, the original name was “Teufelhunde” German for Dogs of the Devil.  Following the establishment of the 
MCL the leadership of the League decided the delegates needed some time during the serious deliberations to “blow off 
steam”. As a result the Military Order of the Devil Dogs was organized and created in 1939, in Boston, MA. As an aside, 
when you get to a Supreme Growl look at the charter and fine the signature of Gen. Lejeune one of the Charter 
members of the MODD. You can read this and more in the Devil Dog Ritual which you can find on the internet at 
www.moddkennel.org or www.moddkennel.net or  www.moddkennel.com . 75th Birthday is coming get prepared. 

The Few! The Proud! The MARINES! IT IS AN HONOR TO BE A DEVIL DOG!  Ooohrah!!!  

 PDD Ken Travis, Honorable Sr. Vice Chief Devil Dog    It is a privilege to serve the Order.                           
 

JUNIOR VICE CHIEF 

Woof Woof Dogs of the Kennel, 

The Mid-Winter Mini-Growl was as huge success.  The two raffles brought in MANY big bones and the 
“dance contest” was a lot of fun.  A big thanks goes out to all Dogs who participate in the raffles and 
the contest, we could not have done it without you!  Congratulations to PDD Roger Gardner who won 
the dance contest!!! 

We are all gearing up for the 2013 Supreme Growl in Grand Rapids.  Here is a short recap on some of the fundraising we 
are doing over the next few months.   

Corporate Sponsorship Program –We are asking the dogs of the kennel to seek 100BB sponsors to help 
support/fund our many programs.  All sponsors will receive a certificate of appreciation and a letter thanking 
them for their tax-deductible donation.  A complete listing of all corporate sponsors will be placed in the reports 
book.  To ensure they are included, please mail them to my dog house no later than 30 June 2013. 

Supreme Growl Sweepstakes –Sweepstake tickets are being included in this edition of the WOG.  If you are 
mailing your sweepstakes tickets, please mail them so they arrive at my dog house no later than 20 July 2013.  
Sweepstakes tickets will be available at the Dog House at the National Convention in Grand Rapids.  The winners 
will be drawn at the Supreme Growl.  If you need additional sweepstakes tickets, please contact me via email so 
they can be sent out ASAP. 

More information on the Corporate Sponsorship Program and the Kennel Sweepstakes can be found on the Kennel 
website www.moddkennel.org. 

For all you challenge coin collectors, we will have a 2013 Supreme Growl Coin.  It will be available at the Kennel Dog 
House in Grand Rapids! 

It is truly an honor to serve the dogs of the Order! 

Woof Woof, PDD Leanna L. Dietrich , Jr. Vice Chief Devil Dog   
17 E. Cooke Avenue, Glenolden, PA  19036-1401, shortdevildog99211@comcast.net 
 

JUNIOR PAST CHIEF DEVIL DOG 

THE JR PAST BARKS ONE MORE TIME 

There is much tail wagging going on in the great Pacific Northwest. Mother Nature has really smiled on us this year; 

plenty of snow in the mountains for next summer’s irrigation, no snow and light rain numbers around our doghouse. 

Compared to so much of the country we have been blessed this winter; I buried some bones the other day and didn’t 

even drag any mud into my master’s house. 

The trip to Falls Church, VA for the Mid-winter Mini-Growl was free of problems until a storm came in fowling up travel  

plans for some dogs living in the Northeast states. The Growl was well attended.   The Jr. Vice’s dance contest was great 
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fun.  Roger, we will expect that you will make a repeat appearance next year.  Pups and devil dogs, keep Mid-winter in 

your thoughts and attend the Mini-Growl of the Kennel held during the Mid-winter Conference next year.  This is the 

only kennel level growl that can be attended by Pups and Devil Dogs; come on out and have some fun. 

Membership – one of my pet peeves. The MODD has seen a lot of growth in recent years; however, we are not holding 

our members interest, and large numbers of members are not renewing their membership.  Last September the KDR 

dropped 407 delinquent members; this happens every year.  We need to concentrate on recruiting the cream of MCL 

membership.  We ARE the Honor Society of the Marine Corps League.  Just because a League member has a year in 

membership doesn’t mean they are QUALIFIED for membership in the Order.  Recruit the best, give them a job and keep 

them busy. 

The 74th Supreme Growl will be upon us very soon.   The convention committee has been working hard for over two 

years to make the convention and supreme growl one of the most memorable.  Now is the time to make reservations 

and travel plans.  Don’t get busy burying bones and forget to file advancement papers with the KDR before 1 July.  All 

members advancing in degree must check in at the Kennel Dog House (after checking in with the League) NO LATER 

THAN 1700 MONDAY 5 AUGUST.  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

See you in Grand Rapids. 

WOOF WOOF, 

Phil Ruhmshottel, 53rd Chief Devil Dog 

 

KENNEL SMART DOG 

My Brother and Sister Devils Dogs;  once more we are seeing the snow melt and the breezes starting to 

become warmer.  Now is the time to consider getting off the porch, howl like the big dogs you are and 

running with your pack.  I am deeply thankful that for the most part everyone has been able to get 

along with one another and work out problems without bringing the Kennel into the fray.   

As the time (March 1) has come and gone, the deadline for submitting proposed by-laws or 

amendments has passed.  There are three bylaw amendments for you to consider and talk about within your pounds 

and packs.  You will note that two deal with the same issue and should be, for clarity sake, considered at the same time. 

Finally in accordance with the direction of the Honorable Chief, I have submitted what is, for lack of a better term, a 

Letter of Instruction to be posted on the Kennel Website dealing with Mongrels wanting to join the Order at a Pack 

function instead of through their prospective pound.  Please take the time to read it to avoid future problems. 

I look forward to seeing you all in Michigan in August. 

Semper Woofing, PDD Dennis Dressler, Honorable Kennel Smart Dog 

 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES 

Proposed Bylaw amendment #1 

From:   PDD Leanna L. Dietrich, Jr. Vice Chief Devil Dog  

and 75th Anniversary Committee member        

To: Kennel Smart Dog, PDD Dennis Dressler  

Date: February 18, 2013 

Subject:Proposes Bylaws Change, Kennel Bylaws, MODD 
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In accordance with Article XIII, Section 1301, Kennel Bylaws, the following proposed change and rationale therefore is 
submitted for consideration at the 2013 Supreme Growl: 

Article VII – Uniform – Section 703 – Identification Disc and Dog Collar  

Add paragraph G: 

Paragraph G to read: 

G. The seventy-fifth anniversary medallion issued to all present and registered at the Supreme Growl in Charleston, 
West Virginia, in 2014,  may be worn with, or in lieu of, the official identification disc (Dog Tag) of  the Order 
and/or  the  fiftieth anniversary medallion described in Article VII – Uniform – Section 703 – Identification Disc 
and Dog Collar, Paragraph F.  

Rationale: 

This is a milestone for the Military Order of Devil Dogs and the Kennel would like to mark this milestone with an 

anniversary medallion as they did for the fiftieth anniversary in Dallas, Texas  in August 1989.  If a dog was fortunate to 

register for both the fiftieth Supreme Growl and the seventy-fifth Supreme Growl they should be entitled to wear both 

anniversary medallions. 

 

Proposed Bylaw amendment #2 

Dennis currently the MODD bylaws state in Article V, Section 505, Paragraph C: 

“All monies collected for Passport or Visa stamping shall be forwarded biannually, by 30 January and 30 June to the 
Honorable Kennel Dog Robber, who will hold these monies in a special Passport account.” 

I would like to suggest that the wording be changed as follows: 

“All monies collected for Passport or Visa stamping shall be forwarded after each growl to the  

Honorable Kennel Dog Robber, who will hold these monies in a special Passport account.” 

The reason for the suggest change is to allow the Kennel to monitor how often growls are been  

conducted so assistance can be given to Pack/Pounds that are having difficulty in meeting the  

requirements of the Devil Dog bylaws by offering suggestions regarding the encouragement by the Pound Keeper in 
getting the dogs together.  

Woof, Woof PDD FRANK DIEKMANN 

Division Vice Chief Devil Dog – New England 
 

Proposed Bylaw amendment #3 

From: PDD Dennis Dressler, Kennel Smart Dog 

To: PDD Dennis Dressler, Kennel Smart Dog 

Date: 28 Feb 2013 

Subj: PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGE, Kennel Bylaws, MODD 

     In accordance with Article XII, Section 1301, Kennel Bylaws, the following proposed chance and rationale therefore is 

submitted for consideration at the 2013 Supreme Growl: 

Article V – Fiscal and Finance – Section 505 – Passport and Visa Stamps 
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Paragraph C currently reads:   All monies collected for Passport, or Visa stamping shall be forwarded biannually, by 30 

January and 30 June, to the Honorable Kennel Dog Robber, who will hold these monies in a special Passport account. 

Amend Paragraph C to read:  All monies collected for Passport, or Visa stamping are to be forwarded to the Kennel Dog 

Robber preferably when collected, but no less often than quarterly at the end of August, at the end of November, at the 

end of February and the end of May, in order that these monies be held in a Special Passport account. 

Rationale:  While it is a worthy goal that the monies be forwarded after each growl it is, at best, unrealistic, as it is 

difficult to get many pounds to forward the monies at all.  By making it quarterly there is a greater likelihood that the 

monies will be forward than not.  The reason for the months chosen to send the monies is so that the Kennel Dog 

Robber receives the last check in time to be deposited before the Kennel books are closed out for the fiscal year. 

 

KENNEL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Woof Woof all you Karniverous Kanines; 

I am disappointed with Punxsutawney Phil – he prognosticated an early spring, but he was wrong! As I sit here writing 

this article another snow storm is threatening New England. Having said that, I know all you warm dogs in the south and 

west are sniggering at me for being here in the cold! I can’t say that I blame you. 

In my last article I explained some of the plans for the upcoming 75th anniversary dog tag we are preparing for the 

celebration we are holding at the 2014 National Convention and Supreme Growl. I cannot state enough times that this 

will be a once in a lifetime event for most of us. You must be present to receive a tag. Start making plans now to attend! 

As stated before, when we issue these tags each individual will have to present themselves and sign to receive their tag. 

No one else can receive a tag for you, no friends, wives, girl or boy friends, Commandants, Pound Keepers, relatives, 

etcetera. As such when we start the week out we expect to have a large crowd in line to pick up their tag. I will be 

looking for 4 or 5 members of the Order who would be willing to help the Committee by sitting at a table and helping 

with the process. I expect the ‘rush’ to be over by Tuesday, after that while there may be others who still need to pick up 

their tag, I don’t think there will be long lines. If you are willing to volunteer a few hours on Sunday, Monday or Tuesday 

of that week please contact me or see me at the 2013 National Convention in Grand Rapids. 

I would like to thank you all again for your generous support for the motion to donate another $10,000.00 to the Chesty 

Puller statue fund during the midwinter mini-growl. While I was hoping to be there in time to add some thoughts on 

this, my duties as a member of the National Convention Committee precluded my attendance. That meeting was at 

1930, prior to the growl, and I arrived at the growl just in time to enjoy the closing ceremonies. I was informed that the 

Kennel Bookkeeper did an outstanding job in presenting this to the body and I thank him for his eloquence in explaining 

this donation. As I have said to many dogs in the past two years, I cannot think of very many things we can do with our 

excess funds as meaningful and important as supporting our Marine legacy. I thank you all again for your support with 

this donation. 

Let’s all hope the sun starts to peek out soon, I am growing tired of the cloudy and rainy weather we continue to have. I 

hope you all have fun and successful Conventions and Growls during the coming months and hope to see you at some of 

them. I also am looking forward to seeing many of you in Grand Rapids in August. 

Semper Woofing, 

49th CDD Doug Fisk,  

Kennel Executive Secretary 
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KENNEL DOG ROBBER 

 

               MILITARY ORDER of the DEVIL DOGS                     

 KENNEL DOG ROBBER 

                8617 Knob Hill Ct, New Port Richey, FL 34653 

sjoppa1@gmail.com    (727) 372-9358 

 

It is that time of year again when anyone wishing to advance to PDD at the Supreme Growl in Grand Rapids needs to get 

their request to me.  They must be in my hands prior to July 1.  If the Advancement papers are not in on time you may 

be denied the opportunity to go through initiation and be obligated as a PDD.  Please remember that the Pack Dog 

Robber must sign the request for advancement and that a copy should be kept by the Pack, Pound and by the individual 

Dog.  Please bring your copy of the request with you as insurance against anything going wrong. 

Please remember that the bylaws have changed.  You must be in attendance by 5:00 PM on Monday. 

Passport funds continue to arrive with many more Pounds contributing.  However there are still way too many Pounds 

and Packs that have not sent in their bones.  Pounds and Packs are required by the bylaws to hold at least 4 Growls per 

year.  If you are holding the required Growls then the fee for stamping the passports should be sent in.  The children’s 

hospital in Michigan will be very grateful for your contribution.   

I continue to receive Installation Reports with dates other than Sept through Nov.  The bylaws state that Pound elections 

are to be held within that time period.  We are not the same as the League. 

All Packs and Pounds should be incorporated in order to protect themselves and to allow them to legally collect 

donations.  Each should also have a EIN number from the IRS and be filing 990 forms annually.  Send the information to 

the Kennel Dog Robber.  If you do not file your taxes the IRS will revoke your tax exempt status.  Trust me, you do not 

want to go through the hassle of all the paperwork and time to get re-established as a tax exempt organization.  There is 

a new version of the Installation Report on the Kennel web site and new hard copy forms will be available shortly.  

Please use them. 

Many members have still not renewed their membership for 2013.  Dog Robbers:  Please follow up on this and get 

them paid! 

Three major awards are presented at the Supreme Growl, Kennel Dog of the Year, Kennel Pound Dog Robber of the 

year and Kennel Pack Dog Robber of the year.  Nominations have been pitiful!  If you have a Dog that you think is 

worthy of this honor please take the time to make the submission.  Follow instructions in the bylaws and get them to 

me prior to July 20. 

Up to date manuals are available on the internet web site.  Please make sure you are using current versions of the 

Bylaws, Dog Robber manual and forms. 

 

MID WINTER GROWL   

Feb 8, 2013 

Chief English opened the growl at 2001. 

Roll call was taken with all in attendance, excused or absent. 

Dignitaries recognized included PDD Jim Tuohy, PDD Kovalcik, PDD Cero, and PDD Cody. 

Past Chiefs in attendance were Williams, Taylor, Lent, Fisk, Garland, Hull and Ruhmshottel. 

Page 7 

mailto:pimarine59@attbi.com


The Supreme Growl scratchings were published in the WOG and were summarized by the Dog Robber.  They were 

approved as published. 

Those reported as sick or in  distress were reported to the Kennel Smart Dog.  Cards will be sent. 

The Chief gave a report about the status of the new staff that will be carved and the wreath laying at Belleau Woods. 

Sr Vice PDD Travis reported that there are presently 41 Packs and 232 Pounds in the Kennel. 

Jr Vice PDD Dietrich reported that the raffles have brought in $940.  Some of that will be awarded to the winner of the 

50/50. 

The award of the Kennel Pound Dog Robber of the year was made to PDD O’Dell and the Kennel Pack Dog Robber of the 

year was awarded to PDD Powell. 

A motion was made by the Kennel Bookkeeper to write a check to the Puller Statue fund for $10,000.  Seconded by 

PCDD Taylor and passed. 

A motion to donate $500 to the MI convention was made and died for lack of a second. 

Pound 019 donated an original shirt of the Dogs to the Kennel Historian. 

Pound 210 donated a membership card and patch from 1941. 

The dance contest was held and was won by PDD Gardner. 

The raffle of the Box was won by PDD Joppa. 

The 50/50 was won by PDD Luthardt. 

Announcements: 

Chief English reported that he is seeking the office of Jr Past Chief Devil Dog 

PDD Travis seeks the office of Chief 

PDD Dietrich seeks the office of Sr Vice 

PDD Dressler seeks the office of Jr Vice 

PDD Smith seeks the office of Smart Dog 

PDD Spicer seeks the office of Mad Dog 

PDD Minchin seeks the office of Dog Trainer 

PDD Severn seeks the office of Police Dog 

PDD Lasky seeks the office of Chief 

The growl was closed at 2137. 

Respectfully submitted 

Stephen C. Joppa 

Kennel Dog Robber 

Semper Fi and Woof, Woof!   

PDD Steve Joppa, Kennel Dog Robber 
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KENNEL POLICE DOG 

Woof, Woof, Happy Spring to all you Dogs, 

Attended the Mid-Winter Conference and Growl and provided food for the Hospitality Room.  We had 
a great Growl.  Chief English had my deputies and me running all over the room collecting many 
bones.  The Pups and DDs got to see firsthand how much fun they will have when they move up. 

The 75th Anniversary Committee met to plan for the Anniversary in 2014.  One of the things that we 
discussed was the medallion that we will wear with our dog tag (see below).  We are ordering 800 of 
them.  We will have them all week at the convention, only one to a dog.  It is a one-time deal; if there 

are any left at the end of the week, they will be destroyed.  More on this later. 

Have been busy working on many activities for the MODD in preparation for the 74th Supreme Growl, such as drawings 
for the Supreme Growl, Patch, tee shirts, Kennel Coin, Kennel Ad, and Report Book. 

Also have been working on ideas for the new Deil Dog Chief’s Staff with MCL Bill Howrilla of 
Pittsburg, PA.  A great artist and sculptor, he will carve it out of a piece of wood from Belleau 
Wood.  It will be passed down to each new Chief! 

Will be helping out with our first cookout of the year, March 20th, for the “Marines Helping 
Marines” at Bethesda and Walter Reed Hospital.  We hold cookouts every month until October 
for the wounded, their families, and staff. 

Have been attending Pack and Pound growls. Hope you dogs are attending your Pack and Pound 
growls.  There are some packs and pounds not sending bones into the  
Kennel.  Are you holding growls?  Please send in your bones to help the kids.  See photo  
of my Pound 204 in the online edition at www.moddkennel.org.  (This was taken after our last growl.) 
Looking forward to seeing all you dogs in Grand Rapids. 
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PACK AND POUND DOG ROBBERS: 

PLEASE CHECK THE INSTALLATION REPORT 

CHARTS FOR YOUR PACK/POUND.  HAVE YOU 

SUBMITTED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO THE 

KENNEL DOG ROBBER? 

 INSTALLATION REPORT 

 EIN 

 990N 

 PASSPORT BONES (FROM ONE PACK 

GROWL AND AT LEAST FOUR POUND 

GROWLS DURING THE PAST YEAR) 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE 

SUBMITTEDTHESE REQUIRED ITEMS! 

 

http://www.moddkennel.org/


If I can help any of you dogs, or if you have any questions, please let me know.   

Continued prayers for our military and their families.   

Semper Woof,        
PDD Jack Severn, Kennel Dog of the Year, 2009  
Kennel Police Dog/Staff Artist 
 

KENNEL BARKING DOG   

Woof, Woof from the Kennel Barking Dog! 

Articles for the summer Woof-O-Gram will be due on 15 June 2013.  Please continue to send Pack 

and Pound news and photos for the online edition.  Changes of address should be sent to the Kennel 

Dog Robber.  Death notices should be sent to the Kennel Dog Trainer.  I am still receiving requests for mailed copies of 

the Woof-O-Gram.   Please make these requests through your Pound Dog Robber.  KDR Steve Joppa maintains the 

Kennel roster.   Thank you again for your cooperation.   

I respectfully request your support for my candidacy for Kennel Smart Dog at the 2013 National Convention and 

Supreme Growl to be held in Grand Rapids, MI this August. 

WOOF!  PDD C.O. Smith, Kennel Barking Dog, carolnco@mchsi.com    

 

KENNEL MAD DOG 

Woof, Woof fellow Devil Dogs, 

First I would like to thank Honorable Chief Devil Dog Mike English for the appointment of Honorable Kennel Mad Dog; I 

know I have big Paws to fill.  I am grateful for all the help and support I have received from everyone.   Milt, thank you 

for making this transition a smooth one.   

The Supreme Growl in Grand Rapids, Michigan will be here before we know it.  Get your applications for Advancement 

into your pound and Pack Dog Robbers early.    

All applications for Advancement and Membership must be in the Honorable Kennel Dog Robber’s Paws no later than 1 

July 2013.  Earlier the better. 

Applications for Membership must have the recommendation section completed and signed by the Detachment 

Commandant.  

 Pups advancing to Devil Dog must have the Pound Endorsement. 

 All Applications for Advancement forms must have the Pack Dog Robber Endorsement, where there is a Pack.  Pups 

advancing to Devil Dog at the Supreme Growl must have two (2) years as a faithful PUP.  Incomplete forms will be 

returned. 

The following applies to Membership and Advancement to degree of Pedigree Devil Dog at the Supreme Growl only 

Candidates for membership in the Order at the Supreme Growl must have a minimum of three (3) years MCL 

membership. 

As always there will be a need for PDD’s to act as handlers.   Those wanting to get their paws dirty should email me at 

spicer3@prodigy.net, please put,” DOG HANDLER”, in the subject line.  I’m scratching and sniffing up some exciting 

things for the Dogs, so show your support.  Remember,” It’s an HONOR and FUN to be a DOG”. 

Semper Barking,  

PDD Leonard C. Spicer, Honorable Kennel Mad Dog 
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KENNEL DOG TRAINER    
Dear Dogs: 

As we Dogs get older, some of us look to the future, while others do not care to think about tomorrow. As members of 

the Military Order of the Devil Dogs (MODD) we think of ourselves as standing just a bit taller than others. So how can 

we exceed that goal? The simple answer is “Give Back.” 

Now that we have the answer how do we show our appreciation? One way is to prepare a legacy for others. So what is a 

legacy, you ask. The dictionary provides us with its definition as “a gift by will especially of money or other personal 

property; that is, a bequest.” Let us take the time now to consider writing our personal wills to include something for 

our Marine Corps League (MCL). As Devil Dogs we can do this in two ways. One is to give a donation directly to the MCL 

and another is to include a donation to the MODD. By giving back this way we can assure the continuance of our greater 

heritage by literally putting our Big Bones where our muzzle is. Many a Devil Dog proudly displays his or her honor of the 

Marine Corps by spending large amounts of our time for activities that further our Marine Corps. So why don’t we 

submit a formal document, like a will, to ensure that our desires are met with a commitment of financial support. You 

probably know that you can designate your donation for a specific program, like our MCL Youth Scholarship. But you 

don’t have to worry about a specific program if you allow your donation to be used for the General Fund, helping all 

programs. Your gift could be given to the National, Department or local Detachment OR the National Kennel, 

Department Pack or local Pound. Again, the choice is yours. All I ask is that you consider providing a legacy to assist 

other Marines when we pass through our life on earth. Give it a thought, and then GIVE. 

Woof, woof! 

PDD Tom Minchin,  

Kennel Dog Trainer 

 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Woof, Woof, Dogs of Central Division, 

As I prepare my articles and this edition of the Woof-O-Gram, those of us Dogs in Illinois are busy preparing for the 

Central Division Conference and Mini-Growl to be held in Springfield, IL the first weekend in April.  It is my 

understanding that there are more than a few Pups who wish to advance to Devil Dog while there.  The officers of the IL 

Pack are getting ready for a great growl, so plan to attend if your schedule allows. 

Congratulations to the soon to be new pound in Kentucky – the Greenbo Dawgs!  All paperwork has been submitted, 

and I am trotting out to the mailbox daily in anticipation of receiving their Charter.  I look forward to making another run 

to eastern Kentucky very soon to make the presentation on behalf of Chief English. 

In February, I attended the Mid-Winter Conference in Falls Church, VA and a fantastic growl.  Kudos to the Chief and 

other officers who were well-prepared which made for lots of fun for all in attendance.   While there, I announced my 

intention to run for the office of Kennel Smart Dog at the 2013 National Convention and Supreme Growl in Grand 

Rapids, MI this summer.  I would very much appreciate your vote! 

This past weekend, I attended the Dept. of IN Spring Conference and growl in Evansville.  They had a huge turnout for 

the growl, and Worthy Pack Leader, PDD Russ Eaglin, elevated about a dozen Pups to Devil Dog.  There are a few photos 

of the event in the online edition of the Woof-O-Gram which may be viewed at www.moddkennel.org.  

The latest Kennel roster shows a big increase in the pounds throughout Central Division who have submitted their 

Passport Bones to the Kennel.  Thank you very much!  If your pound has not yet done so, please get them submitted.  

Remember, it’s all for the kids! 

Semper Woof,  

PDD C.O. Smith, Central Division VCDD, carolnco@mchsi.com, 217-245-8918 
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MIDEAST DIVISION 

Well spring is upon us.  It’s time to come out of our dog houses maybe take a trip to the groomer to get a flea dip so we 

are ready for our Pack Grand Growls.  Pack Leaders and Mad Dogs make your preparations to elevate a few Pups to DD.  

Pound Keepers should make sure that those who wish to be elevated are participating at the Pound Level.  A Red Collar 

should not be automatic…earn it!  Those ceremonies should be a memorable event in the life of a dog. Make it fun! 

IRS 990 dates!!!  The Kennel Dog Robber MUST receive a copy of your current IRS 990.  Many Pounds are in non-

compliance.  If you file it online, then just send a copy of the printed receipt. Check the roster in this W-O-G edition to 

see your Pound/Pack status.  You Dogs need to hold your Pound Dog Robbers accountable.   

What event(s) is your Pound sponsoring or supporting?  The Pound should be doing more than just holding Growls.  Get 

involved with the community. Support a kids charity, a hospital with a kids wing or a school for disabled kids. The 

Maryland Pack and some of its Pounds are supporting the St. Balrick’s Childrens Cancer Foundation www.stbaldricks.org.   

Some Dogs get their entire heads shaved (hair, beard, eyebrows) for charity.   

I look forward to attending your Pack Growls.  I hope to see you all at the Mideast Growl in Hagerstown, MD on 28 June 

2013.  Bring your bones! 

Semper Barking, PDD Craig P. Reeling, VCDD Mideast 443-477-0670 MarineHardDog@aol.com 

 

MIDWEST DIVISION 

Woof, Woof!   Dogs of IA, KS, MN, MO, NE & SD, I hope this finds you all shedding your winter coats as the snow melts 

and you strain at your leashes to get out and play in warmer weather! 

We have great things going on in the MODD, I recently returned from Mid-Winter Conference in Virginia where we had a 

great Kennel Mini-Growl with much fun had by all.  Along with the fun, there was serious work accomplished as well.  

The Dogs in attendance voted to donate another $10,000 bones for the Chesty Puller statue at the National Museum of 

the Marine Corps in Quantico, VA, way to go Dogs.  Making sure annual dues and passport fees are turned in on time 

allows the MODD to keep up this kind of great effort.  Keep it up or get caught up, whichever applies to your Packs and 

Pounds! 

Some more grrreat news out of the Mini-Growl, Midwest Division Dog PDD Leonard Spicer of MO Pack has been 

appointed to the position of Honorable Kennel Mad Dog.  PDD Spicer has served as Assistant Mad Dog for a number of 

years and I am sure he will see to setting up some rigorous training for all DD’s going to National this year in hopes of 

advancing.  Barking of which, if there is a chance that you will try to advance at the Supreme Growl in Grand Rapids this 

August see your Pound Dog Robber and start your paperwork.  It must be submitted by the Pack Dog Robber to arrive to 

the Kennel Dog Robber’s paws NLT 1 July.  I know we have a lot of worthy DD’s running around the Division, I hope to 

see some of you in Grand Rapids! 

I look forward to packing my dog dish and doing some traveling this spring & summer.  Hopefully, I’ll see many Dogs at 

the Midwest Division Spring Conference, April 18 – 21st in Lincoln, NE.  I understand the Honorable 54th Chief Devil Dog 

Mike English will be howling with us at the Growl there.  I hope to make it to several Grand Growls also, to date I am 

locked on for MO Pack Grand Growl on June 8th in St. Louis where I understand the Pack plans on making a minimum 

donation of $2,000 bones to St. Louis Children’s Hospital.  Pack Leader PDD Jim Hartwick Jr. informs me it may be more 

depending on how many Dogs enter the first ever “Stupid Dog Joke Contest”, now if that doesn’t get us howling…  The 

other Pack Leaders in the Division should be sending me information on their coming Grand Growls and I will attend as 

many of those as possible. 

Dog Robbers, remember that your bones from Passport Stamps since January 30th are to be sent to the Kennel Dog 

Robber by 30 June.  This is important as it allows the Worthy Kennel Dog Robber time to figure out the available bones  
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for the annual donation to the designated Children’s Hospital in the host city of the Supreme Growl.  I know the Kennel  

Dog Robber appreciates your attention to this, as do the children that are helped by our donation. 

Semper Woof!  

PDD Alan Sanning, VCDD Midwest Division, sfgactivities@gmail.com, Home 573-659-5069 

 

NEW ENGLAND DIVISION 

In early December I hitched up my sled and traveled to Bangor ME to attend a Maine Pack growl 

during which I represented the Chief in presenting a pedigree ribbon to a WW II dog. 

As usual the dogs in Maine conducted a great growl leaving fines for anything that they could think of. 

The weather was typical in that when I went to leave I found about an inch of ice coating my sled 

which took a lot of chipping.  The fog was so thick that I almost got lost, but my doggie nose found the 

interstate, and I followed the bread crumbs back to NH. 

December found a lot of the dogs in New England very busy collecting, sorting and distributing toys as part of the Toys 

for Tots campaign.  This is a great program in making a community a better place in which to live.  The Department of 

New Hampshire and the NH Pack held their annual joint installation during the month where the dogs were on the best 

behavior since their masters were with them telling them to stop going around and sniffing everyone and to watch how 

much of the foamy liquid they were drinking.  Dogs were also involved with placing wreaths on veteran’s graves for the 

holidays. 

Dogs throughout New England continue to support numerous activities that benefit Marines in Need, veterans in 

general, and their communities such as participating in the Building Dreams for Marines that modify homes of disabled 

Marines, Honor Flight New England in providing all WW II and Korean War veterans an opportunity to see their 

monument in Washington DC free of charge, conducting bingo’s and other events at veteran’s hospitals plus many other 

activities. 

During the December Christmas holidays a lot of dogs got together with their family packs and had a good time eating, 

drinking and pawing through a number of packages, some even got a new chew toy. 

On 6 January I attended the CT Pack growl and had a good time even though I was again unjustly fined. The 13th of 

January found me attending the VT Pound growl where I gave an overview of the Kennel activities. They were very nice 

to me and didn’t fine me (very much). 

In February I attended the Kennel mid winter growl where the Chief patted me on the head and gave me instruction 

about the Kennel to communicate to the New England dogs. The dogs in New England had a great opportunity this year 

to learn how to pull a sled as there was plenty of snow. 

The current status of the New England Packs/Pounds is: 

 All Packs and Pounds have submitted their Charter Date to Kennel as requested and have an EIN number.  18 

Packs or pounds are incorporated; I’m still working with 4 pounds to become incorporated. Membership as of 2 January 

was 470 dogs with 87% of the dues being current.  Installation reports have been submitted for all Packs and Pounds in 

New England.  A major area that needs continuing attention is to file current 990 forms with the IRS.  As of 31 Jan 

$984.00 in passport fees has been submitted to Kennel. 

Dogs in MA are planning for a great celebration of the Devil Dogs birthday.  More about this event in the next Woof–O-

Gram.  

Woof, Woof, Woof 
PDD FRANK DIEKMANN 
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NORTHEAST DIVISION 

We here in the Northeast are just starting to get back to holding staff and growls since the Mid-Winter Conference in 

Falls Church, so there is really nothing new to report.  I’m in PA tonight (Friday) and then NJ on Sunday, both for growls.   

Then next weekend is the Northeast Division’s convention so after the next week’s growls, there should be plenty to 

report.   

Semper Fi and Woof, Woof, 

Ringo (Bill Reilly, Northeast DVCDD) 

 

NORTHWEST DIVISION 

Woof, woof, Dogs of our glorious Kennel! 

 Overall, our Pounds & Packs are waking up to warmer weather and licking our wounds from 
fighting for scraps and bones.  Our 990s continue to be a troubled spot.  With Memorial Day right 
around the corner, our Packs will start to growl into action.  First up is Montana, then Idaho, 
Washington and at the end of June the Oregon Pack will finish off the table scraps.  Before you 
know it, the 74th Supreme Growl will be here.  Never too early to get your papers in for moving 

up to PDD.  Michigan will be a great time no doubt. 

 Please recognize your dogs for the great work they do by giving them a pat on the head and a scratch behind the 
ears from time to time.  The best way to do this is by awarding them with a Pound Keeper’s Commendation or 
Certificate of Appreciation.  For that dog that is there above and beyond the call of duty, consider them for Dog 
of the Year.  This can be at the Pound Level or the Pack Level.  Any dog can make this recommendation, but all 
too often, no dog does. 

 On a note of communication, I know I am not alone in the problems of getting timely replies to requests or 
deadlines.  As a reminder when receiving an email from someone, it is courteous to send the sender a note that 
you received said email.  Same goes for a phone message.  Sure, we are a volunteer organization; however, we 
are also Marines.  Communication and respect go a long way.  The time between meetings is when we do most 
of our work, therefore, proper communication is vital to making everyone’s time and effort worth it.     
        

With all that being barked, our dogs are simply the BEST!  Keep up the Dog Gone Great Work!   

Semper Barking!  (Always Barking!) 

PDD “Otter“ 06-059 Pound #185 Washington Pack NWD VCDD 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISION 

Woof, Woof, Devil Dogs of the Rocky Mountain Division.   

First and foremost, I would like to say I am proud of what we have done this past year.  There is work still to be done.  

We are making headway and, with that Marine Attitude, we can accomplish all tasks put before us.  I want to remind all 

that your Department Conventions are coming and to make sure you get all Dogs to your Pack Grand Growls and 

Passport Fees sent to the Kennel.  This way at the Supreme Growl the Kennel can announce a Large amount of Bones 

were donated to a local organization.  Also look at any Pups ready for their advancement.   If any Devil Dogs wish to 

advance to the Degree of Pedigree Devil Dog, ensure their paper work is in the Kennel’s hands no later than 1 July, 

2013.   

Thank you for all the hard work and let’s continue to have fun and enjoy ourselves when we meet for Growls.   

Woof, Woof... 

PDD Tom Krueger  VCDD  RMD   

303-915-1602  tekusmc@aol.com                    
 

Page 17 

mailto:tekusmc@aol.com


SOUTHERN DIVISION 

WOOF! WOOF! 

On Thursday the 7th of Feb., after putting in a 23 hour drive to the Mid-Winter Staff Conference, upon entering the “Dog 

House”; I made a big “foo-paw” that stayed with me all weekend!  I accidentally mistook PCDD Doug Fisk for CDD Mike 

English, (whimper) I paid for that one every time I walked into that House.  Oh, well, that is the FUN part of our Order.  

In Dogdom, as well as life, things come up that are out of our control.  It’s how well we can handle these things that 

make us as strong as we are. 

PDD Harry Bruce, one of the Southern Division’s most beloved Dogs & Leaguer, has stepped down as the Southern 

Division Vice Commandant for the M.C.L.  In order to fulfill the balance of his term, the Commandant has appointed PDD 

Randy Rigg.  This left the So. Div. VCDD position open. 

I was honored when the Chief appointed me to fulfill the remainder of PDD Rigg’s term as So. Div. VCDD. 

I may be an old Dog, but I’m not a one-trick Dog.  Communication at all levels is one of the most important tools we have 

in Dogdom.  Therefore, the first thing I did was to inform all Pack Leaders and Pound Keepers of this change.  I did this 

first by using good-ole snail mail.  Only one letter was returned which means one Dog did not update his info. 

Now after getting my computer, “Butch”, dewormed—I am rebuilding my e-mail addresses and will be making contact 

with all So. Div. Dogs to make sure this form of communication is also up-to-date. 

March 22-23rd is our Southern Division Conference.  A BIG WOOF to the Albert E Schwab Detachment for hosting the 

event in Tulsa, Ok.  I am looking forward to getting together with all the Dogs in the Division for a Barking Good Growl. 

In order to improve the communication between Pounds, Packs, and Kennel, we will be having a “Dog Robber” training 

class, open to all Dogs present.  We are honored to be trained by this year’s Kennel DOG of the Year, PDD Bernie Odell.  

As I’m a first-time Pound Dog Robber, I am looking forward to this class and know all us Dogs can use some current 

training.   

In April, I will be attending Pound 199 and Pound 268 Growls.  We will be working on plans to host the Hospitality Room 

at the Department of Texas State Convention in June. 

I would welcome all So. Div. Dogs to submit ideas for some good ole fashioned DOG fun to be implemented in the 

Hospitality Room along with scraps and brews. 

I plan to keep in close contact with the Packs and Pounds that are having problems with things like membership & 

Kennel requirements.  Again, I am honored to be appointed to this position and with the continued efforts of all the 

Southern Division Dogs, we can make it one of the best Divisions in all of DEVIL DOGDOM. 

PDD Ron Tomonelli,  

Southern Division VCDD  110 Mac Ln., Pottsboro, TX 75076  rttexoma@yahoo.com 

 

SOUTHEAST DIVISION 

Woof-Woof.  I have just returned from the 2013 Southeast Division Conference held in Atlanta, Georgia.  A fun filled 

Growl was held during that Conference, hosted by the Southern Crescent Pound 350, Georgia Pack.  Pound Keeper, PDD 

Randy Barnes, did an excellent job of managing the ninety (90) Dogs attending.  Both PDD Barnes and Georgia Pack 

Leader, PDD Roscoe Foster, are members of the host Detachment for that Conference.  PDD Foster denies that he 

agreed to have Pound 350 host the Growl to conserve his bones.  The Police Dog and the Assistance Police Dogs 

recruited for this larger gathering of Devil Dogs were busy during the entire Growl. 

It was unfortunate that all of the Pack Leaders in the Division were not able to attend the Conference.  There was still an  
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opportunity to discuss the results of March 5, 2013 Installation Report, published HKDR Joppa, with either the Pack 

Leader or a representative from each Pack during the Conference.  Each Dog who received a copy of the report for their 

Pack and Pounds agreed to discuss the contents of that report with their Pack leadership.  It was agreed that those 

Pounds that did not submit a current Installation Report or send in Visa fees were not living up to their responsibilities. 

Based on information gained at the Conference, I am looking forward to visiting with Packs in six for our Departments 

this spring.  The Department of Mississippi does not currently have a Pack or any Pounds.  Patrick Tutor, Commandant, 

Department of Mississippi has agreed to invite me to a meeting of their Department to discuss the Military Order of the 

Devil Dogs in May. 

Every Pound should have held elections and submitted an Officer Installation report by mid-November.  If you haven’t, 

do it now.  If you held the Growl but failed to submit the report or the report did not reach the Dog Robber, submit it or 

re-submit it now.  Send in Visa fees and commit to forward your Visa fees immediately after each future Growl so you 

don’t forget.  Plan a Growl or two prior to the Grand Growl of your Pack and look for worthy members of your 

Detachments who are pulling the load.  Should they be asked to become Devil Dogs?  Pups brought in prior to your Pack 

Growl may earn their way to Devil Dog by 2014.  

I look forward to seeing many of you in your Pack Den before the Supreme Growl of the Kennel in August. 

Semper Fi & Woof-Woof,  

PDD Bernard Bledsoe, Southeast Division VCDD; bledsoe@charter.net; 706.882-7611 

 

SOUTHWEST DIVISION 

Once again it’s time to greet all the Dogs out there with an update from our corner of this great country, so I’ll do so 

without any yelping or moaning, I promise!  The Nevada Pack had a great Mini-Growl following the MCL Department of 

Nevada’s Midwinter Conference in Tonopah, NV.  I didn’t have to do any gambling to lose my bones - the Pack 

accomplished that for me.  A lot of good ideas were barked about, and it looks like the Nevada Pack is on the right trail 

to do some great things this coming year.  They even tried to pick my brain, but there were slim pickins there!  Had a 

good time anyway!  

This old Dog had the chance to go to the MCL’s Midwinter Conference in Falls Church, VA, and register for the Growl, but 

had to return to California early.  Sorry I missed all the happenings at the Growl, but I’m sure I’ll catch up at the Supreme 

Growl. 

The very next week the California Pack hosted a Mini-Growl at the MCL Southwest Division and Quin Conference in 

Oceanside, CA, that was very well attended.  We were graced by the Alpha Dog presence of Honorable Chief Devil Dog 

Michael English himself, as well as PCDD Virginia McDougall.  Both had their personal stamps, and all the Dogs present 

from four out of five Divisions were droolingly ecstatic to have those stamps in their passports.  The Chief had a bite of 

our very special Alpo and found it to be delicious.  He also delivered some very stern lessons on why it ain’t nice to mess 

with the Chief! 

Another great Mini-Growl was held by the California Pack in conjunction with the Department of California’s Spring 

Conference in Sacramento, CA, 9 March 2013.  That was also very well attended but somewhat somber because of the 

recent passing of Honorary National Commandant PDD John J. Serpa.  John was a very active Leaguer and Devil Dog, a 

retired Tracy Police Captain, an active member of both the American Legion and VFW, a WWII Combat Marine 

heavyweight boxing champion, as well an active community member.  His funeral will be remembered as one of the 

largest in the area, with a procession well over 3 miles in length.  He will be missed.  Semper Fi & Woof/Woof, John & 

Semper Fi & Woof/Woof to all you faithful Dogs out there! 

PDD Bob Villalobos, 00-228 SWDVCDD   
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National Convention, Grand Rapids, MI, 04-09 Aug 2013  

Initiation and Supreme Growl will be held on Wednesday, 7 August 2013 

Registration 

All Applicants for Advancement and Membership must first register with the League for the Convention and then check in to the Dog 
House prior to 17:00 the Monday prior to the Supreme Growl. 

Expenses 
The Honorable Mad Dog will hold the Initial Costs to a total of 50 Big Bones. This will include the 25 Big Bones deposit for the collar 
(which is refundable with the return of the collar) and the Initiation Fee. 

However, this does not include the cost of "extra" items, such additional Dog Bones, T-Shirts, Patches, etc.  
Applications for Advancement and Applications for Membership 

 Get your Applications for Advancement into your Pound and Pack Dog Robbers early, even if you're not sure you're 
coming. Then it will be on file when you show up.  

 Bring a copy with you for safety sake.  
 Applications for Membership must have the recommendation section completed and signed by the Detachment 

Commandant.  
 Pups advancing to Devil Dog must have the Pound Endorsement.  
 All Application for Advancement forms must have the Pack Dog Robber Endorsement, where there is a Pack.  
 The Mad Dog and Witness signature lines are left blank.  
 Make sure the Applications are filled out completely. This includes the medical disclaimer.  
 Incomplete forms will be returned  

The following apply to Membership and Advancement to the degree of Devil Dog at the Supreme Growl only (See 
Article I, Section 101, paragraph F of the MODD Bylaws). 

Candidates for membership in the Order at the Supreme Growl must have a minimum of three (3) years MCL 
membership.  
Pups advancing to Devil Dog at the Supreme Growl must have two (2) years as a faithful PUP.  

Send all Degree Advancement and Membership Forms to: 
PDD Steve Joppa  
Honorable Kennel Dog Robber 
8617 Knob Hill Court 
New Port Richey, FL 34653-6727  

All applications for Advancement and Membership must be in the Honorable Kennel Dog Robber's paws no later than 1 
July 2013.  

 

KENNEL QUARTERMASTER 

Notes from the Honorable Kennel Quartermaster 

 Semper Fidelis out there to all you Devil Dogs.  We all made it back home from the Mid-Winter in Virginia and settled 

back down until out Division Conferences and State Conventions.  

I had an eight (8) days delay in getting my material back from the hotel in Falls Church and two days later, I had 

everything inventoried and the back log was taken care of.  Meanwhile, I had quite a few e-mail and phone calls looking 

for their orders.  

For those of you who were at the Mid-Winter, I had a 16 Oz beer stein sitting on the cashier’s table.  I had some 

favorable comments, and so I purchased some, and they are item MAS 53 for 16 big bones.  I will have them with me in 

Grand Rapids Michigan.  

I will also, by the time of the National Convention in Grand Rapids, have two new shirts, Gold and Red, short sleeve 

w/the MODD Logo.   They will be a dressy shirt.  I just started working on them, so it will take a little time. 

You will see a new e-mail address on the Order Form, it will be pastchiefdd@gmail.com.  For the present time, you can 

use both, but later this year I will discontinue the “Verizon.net” as I have had lots of problems with it. 

Woof Woof and Semper Fidelis, 

Clifton Williams 

43rd CDD, Hon. Kennel Quartermaster 
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KENNEL OFFICERS 

Honorable Chief Devil Dog Mike English 

627 South 7th Street,, St. Peter, MN 56082-1434 

Phone:  507-934-4428     E-mail:  mgysgtmc@gmail.com 

Senior Vice Chief Devil Dog Ken Travis 

2180 Broad Ranch Dr. Port Charlotte, FL 33948-3614 

(H) 941-627-6040 (C) 941-730-1899 E-mail: sirprize@nut-n-but.net 

Junior Vice Chief Devil Dog Leanna Dietrich 

17 E Cooke Ave, Glenolden, PA 19036-1401 

(C) 610-256-2757         E-mail: shortdevildog99211@comcast.net 

Kennel Smart Dog Dennis Dressler 

5205 W Rosewood Ave, Spokane, WA 99208-3746 

(H) 509-953-6266     (C) 509-953-6266     E-Mail: sam.djd@comcast.net 

National Executive Secretary Doug Fisk PCDD 

PO Box 34, Rogers. CT  06263-0034 

                                                                                                (H) 860 774-0378 No calls after 2100 Eastern Time 

E-mail:  the49thcdd@hotmail.com 

Honorable Kennel Dog Robber Stephen C. Joppa 

8617 Knob Hill Ct, New Port Richey, FL  34653-6727 

(H) 727 372-9358 (C) 727 207-2150 E-mail: sjoppa1@gmail.com 

Honorable Kennel Dog Trainer Tom Minchin 

  304 Sarhelm Rd, Harrisburg, PA 17112-3342 

 (H) 717-526-6180   E-mail:  kneedeep@paonline.com 

It’s an HONOR to be a DEVIL DOG!     
          

 



          

HEY, ALL YOU DEVIL DOGS!   

READ THE  

ONLINE EDITION OF THE  

WOOF-O-GRAM HERE.  GET THE 

SCUTTLEBUTT from AROUND THE 

COUNTRY. 

SEMPER WOOFING, THE 43
RD 

MIDDLE GEORGIA POUND 322, GEORGIA PACK 

 
Members of Middle Georgia Pound 322 made their annual donation to their favorite charity, the Children’s Hospital of the Med ical 

Center of Central Georgia in Macon.  The Pound donated a new Wii game station plus 4new games and extra controls, 3 portable DVD 

players with multiple head phones, 8 new DVD movies and 150 Fun Packs that contain coloring book, crayons, stickers and other 

surprises.  Back (L to R): PDD Paul Odom, PDD Tuffy Phillips, PDD Michael Clark, DD Bill Hall and PDD Jeff Amerson.  Front (L to R): 

Megan Mcgraw and Amanda Doughtery both are Child Life Specialists for the Children’s Hospital.  Photo by PDD Jeff Amerson  
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MEET PDD DONALD F. BROWNRIGG 

      ~THE KENNEL’S OLDEST DOG~ 
Donald F. Brownrigg is one of the newest PDDs in the Military Order of the Devil 

Dogs, having advanced during the National Convention in Mobile, AL in August, 

2012.  At 97 years old, PDD Brownrigg is also the oldest Dog in the Kennel.  He is a 

member of Keystone Capitol Pound #31 in thePennsylvania Pack. 

PDD Brownrigg enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on June 6, 1932 at the age 

of seventeen.  He attended boot camp at MCRD San Diego and was assigned to a 

platoon of 23 or 24 recruits.  During the seven weeks of basic training, instruction 

included close order drill, field exercises, riot control, and bayonet drill amopng 

other things.  Brownrigg missed sharpshooter by one point with a score of 299.  A 

score of 300 would have qualified him and given him a $3.00 per month increase in 

pay.  Subsequently, he qualified expert which paid $5.00 per month extra.  The basic 

pay for a private at that time was $21 per month.  At some point, Brownrigg became 

a distinguished marksman. 

Following graduation, the entire platoon was sent to Sea School as they were scheduled to go aboard the USS Fulton, a 

survery ship converted to a gunboat with 3-inch guns.  The Fulton had a crew of about 160 sailors and a detachment of 

thirty Marines to be used as a landing force to rescue US citizens or to protect US property.  The Fulton sailed from San 

Diego in September, 1932.  The first port of call was Pearl Harbor followed by a quick stop at Wake Island to check 

emergency suplies of food and water there which turned out to be uninhabited.  The next port was Guam; however, 

Brownrigg didn’t go ashore due to being on light duty after dropping a hatch cover on his foot.  Eventually, the Fulton 

docked in the Cavite Naval Yard across the bay from Manila, Philippine Islands. 

The Fulton became a part of the South China Patrol with a five city itinerary.  On November 1, the Fulton sailed to Hong 

Kong where Brownrigg celebrated his eighteenth birthday on November 11, 1932.  Then it was on to Canton for several 

days of liberty, swatow, Foo Chow, and Amoy.  The Marines rode in rickshaws in these towns and rented bicycles to ride 

around the countryside.  Following the tour, the Fulton returned to Cavite Naval Yard for repairs and to Olongopo Naval 

Base for hull cleaning.  In 1934 Brownrigg was promoted to PFC and made Corporal of the Guard.   

In March of that year in mid-afternoon about sixty miles north of Hong Kong, the Fulton caught fire amidships when the 

engine, salvaged from a WWI German U-boat, backfired.  General quarters were sounded, and Brownrigg went to his 

station on the forward deck.  He and about sixty other Marines and Sailors were cut off from the fantail by the fire.  A 

Chinese vessel stipped and removed the men from the fantail as Brownrigg watched.  Eventually, an English destroyer, 

HMS Wishart, arrived and put her bow next to the Fulton’s bow to allow Marines and sailors to jump.  Big ocean swells 

caused the Wishart to tear a big hole in the Fulton’s bow.  Although Brownrigg slipped as he jumped, a big English sailor 

pulled him to safety.  All hands made it safely to the Wishart.  Eventually, the engine crew extinguished the fire with no 

explosions of fuel or ammunition. 

After two weeks in Hong Kong, Brownrigg was assigned to the 4th Marines in Shanghai.  On April 1, 1934, he reported to 

Company E, 2nd Battalion.  He lost his rank because the PFC warrant was only for the ship; however, his net pay of $17.65 

per month was ample.  The Marines had a houseboy who cleaned the barracks and made the racks.  Vodka was five 

cents a pint, mixed drinks were twenty-five cents, and good scotch was only a dollar per liter.  The Marines were billeted 

in the English section near Bubbling Well Road which was lined with nice shops and homes close to the Yangtze River.  

While there, the Marines manned gun emplacements occasionally and drilled often.  They had Sunday parade at the 

race track.  In greens and khakis, the Marines had to be sharp because they were in unofficial competition with the 

English, French, Germans, etc.  The bayonets were nickel-plated, and the brass glistened. 

In December, 1934, Brownrigg was ordered back to the States.  He sailed aboard the USS Chaumont, stopping at Manila  
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for Christmas, Honolulu for four days, and passed under the Golden Gate Bridge arriving in San Francisco.  He was 

ordered to Bremerton Naval Yard near Seattle, Washington where he was assigned to the Naval Receiving Station as a 

Brig guard which was considered good duty. He finished his enlistment there, being discharged on June 4, 1936. 

Following his discharge, Brownrigg began his career in the lumber industry as a dishwasher in logging camp kitchens.  He 

was fortunate to have  work during the Great Depression until being laid off in early 1040.  In September of that year, he 

got a job with a plywood plant in Aberdeen WA, which was later owned by Weyerhaeser.  He became a core layer, the 

second highest paying production worker.  On February 22, 1941, he went to the wrong dance hall where he met Doris, 

a blue-eyed brunette.  They married on December 29, 1941, a union that lasted sixty-nine years until her death on April 

25, 2010. 

When Pearl Harbor was bombed, Brownrigg was not subject to the draft because he was an ex-serviceman and was 

employed in an essential industry.  However, in early 1943, he had his deferment cancelled and was called to active duty 

on April 15, 1943.  After a second stint in boot camp, he was assigned to MCRD San Diego as a drill instructor.  In 

December, 1944, he was sent to Camp Pendleton and left for Guam on January 5, 1945.    He joined the 1st Battalion, 9th 

Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division after it came back from Iwo Jima.  The Division began training for the invasion of 

Japan; however, before they could set sail, the atomic bombs were dropped, the Japanese surrendered, and. 

Subsequently, the 9th Marine Regiment was deactivated.  At the time, a point system was in place for transferring 

Marines.  Brownrigg was one point shy of being sent home and went to Guam until mid-December.  His last trip to the 

United States was aboard the carrier, USS Bunker Hill.  It arrived home on January 5, 1946, exactly one year from the 

date he left the United States.  Brownrigg mustered out of the Marine Corps at San Diego on February 1, 1946. 

 

 

 

LIMITED EDITION 75th 

ANNIVERSARY DOG TAG 
 

 

 

 

Hey Devil Dogs!  If you want one of these Dog Tags, 

YOU MUST BE PRESENT at the 2014 National 

Convention in Charleston, WV for the 75th 

Anniversary of the Military Order of the Devil 

Dogs!     
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Below submitted by PDD Jack Severn: 
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INDIANA DEVIL DOGS 

Dept. of IN Spring Conference 

09 March 2013     Evansville, IN 

 
This group of Devil Dogs gathered for a group photo following the Growl held during the Spring Conference.  Several 

Dogs are missing from the picture as they chose to head straight for the nearest watering hole! 

 
 

 

The Indiana Dogs 

know how to put 

“FUN” in the Fun and 

Honor Society!   

If you can’t figure 

out who this is, check 

out the photo on the 

next page! 
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Above Left:  IN Pack Leader Russ Eaglin was the recipient of lots of Silly String from the other Dogs during the growl. 

Above Right:  These initiates got a lot of practice barking The Marine’s Hymn! 

 

 

 
This group of Pups all advanced to Devil Dog during the growl at the Indiana Spring Conference. 
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CENTRAL ILLINOIS POUND 226 GROWL 
Jacksonville, IL        17 March 2013 

 
Hey, do ya think the Dogs who forgot to wear their green on St. Patrick’s Day got fined?   Just askin’! 

Front L to R:  PDD Jerry Lowe, PDD Jim Carleton, DD Bill Woollen, PDD Tom Geise, DD Sue Gibbons, PDD 

Warren Musch, PDD Ralph Timpe, PDD Dan Spilker 

Back L to R:  PDD C.O. Smith, PUP Ken Brown, PUP Oliver Christensen, DD Angelos Kappos, PUP Wayne Firth, 

DD Daphine Kappos, DD Tony Bingham, DD Luke Doellman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good night, Chesty, wherever you are! 
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